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Rain and Floods 

COLOMBIA 
   

The Risk Management Unit reports that the 44 people have died and 

23,000 families are affected (more than 100,00 people) from the rainy 

season. Six departments are under a state of alert, although the rains 

are diminishing. Authorities have activated contingency plans and are 

working the most affected zones.   
Source: Risk Management Unit vía Prensa Latina. 

 

 
Staff from Bogota’s Aquaducts cleans a mudslide that affected one of the city’s water tanks. ©Foto: 

Johan Benavides / Citytv. 

 

Migration 

MEXICO 
   

In 2014, to date, authorities have assisted about 1,390 repatriated 

unaccompanied children in the municipality of Nuevo Laredo 

(Tamaulipas state), which represents an increase of 300 compared to 

2013. In the same period in 2013 between 120 and 160 youths and 

children were assisted per month, in this northern state bordering the 

United States. In 2014, the average is 150 to 250 children per month. Of 

the total, 264 children are foreigners from El Salvador, Guatemala and 

Honduras, arrested at the border.   
Source: Televisa Noticias.  

Highlights 
 FLOODS: Floods continue to affect 

Colombia. Forty-four people have died and 
more than 100,000 are affected in the 
current rainy season.  
 

 MIGRATION: It is estimated that 1,390 
unaccompanied children have been 
assisted in Nuevo Laredo, Tamaulipas 
state - Mexico, 300 more than in the same 
period in 2013. 

 

 CHIKUNGUNYA: Nicaragua has registered 
1,021 cases, 95 per cent of which have 
occurred in the last 25 days. Authorities are 
intensifying prevention measures.  

Monitoring 

 

Chikungunya 

 

Hurricane Season 

 

Weekly Stats 

 
100,000 
Affected by floods 
in Colombia. 

 

11.5 
Million (US$) new 
funds for disaster 
risk reduction in 
Bolivia. 

Early Warning 

    
Select the icon to enter the specialized site to follow-up on an 

emergency, by classification. 

 



WEEKLY NOTE ON EMERGENCIES – YEAR7 VOLUME 381 2 

 

 

 

 

 
This note is compiled for The Risk Emergency Disaster Working Group for Latin America and the Caribbean (REDLAC) by the OCHA Regional Office 

through disaster monitoring and input from our Regional Humanitarian partners. This note summarizes key facts and actions reported by the Sources 
indicated. Activities carried out in affected countries are not limited to the ones reported here. Please check with Sources for further information. For 
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Epidemic 

NICARAGUA 

 

 

   

The Ministry of Health reports that the number of 

chikungunya cases has risen to 1,021 – and 95 per 

cent have been registered in the last 25 days. Since 

25 October, authorities have registered 970 cases, 

mostly in Managua. Authorities attribute the rise to 

heavy rains in October, which increased the 

presence of the Aedes aegypti mosquito, which 

transmits chikungunya and dengue. Health 

authorities have intensified their campaign against 

mosquitos, fumigating possible breeding groups in 

the capital. 
Source: Nicaraguan authorities vía El Nuevo Diario. 

 

Risk Management 

BOLIVIA 

 

 

   

The Government of Bolivia announced the new Risk 

Management Law which, among other elements, 

creates a Disaster and Risk Reduction Fund of 80 

million bolivianos (about US$11.5 million). 

According to authorities, the new law will promote 

disaster prevention and early warning information 

mechanisms, as well as ancestral rights and 

knowledge for indigenous communities in 

emergency situations. The law recognizes the 

authority of the Autonomous Territorial Entities to 

declare disasters and emergencies and establish 

direct contracting for disasters at the municipal and 

departmental levels. 
Source: Los Tiempos. 

 

 

Climate Change 

LATIN AMERICA 

 

 

   

Climate Change: Some of the themes highlighted at 

the UN 20th conference on climate change held in 

Lima, Peru were: 

 

 In 2012, the World Bank predicted that Latin 

America and the Caribbean would be “one of 

the regions most affected by rising 

temperatures” despite its relatively low 

contribution (12.5 per cent) of the world’s 

greenhouse gas emissions. 

 The World Meteorological Organization’s 

climate commission predicts that “Mexico 

and the majority of Central America will 

become dryer while northern and 

southeastern part of South America will 

become more humid.  Central Chile and 

southern Brazil will become dryer”. 

 The Humboldt Center stated “this year, the 

region, the entire dry corridor zone, from 

Guatemala, Honduras, to Nicaragua, has 

suffered from drought, which has affected 

food production”. 

 After three months of drought, the 

September rainy season caused floods in 

Nicaragua – killing 30 people. The rain only 

hit one part of the country and drought 

conditions persist in the other areas, 

delaying harvest by a month.   

Source: La Prensa. 
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